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Mr. Chairman, 

Pakistan associates itself with the statement delivered by Bolivia on behalf of the 
Group of 77 and China. 

I congratulate you on your well-deserved election. I assure you of our constructive 
engagement. 

We express our gratitude for the important role that the United Nations Population 
Fund has played in addressing the challenge of population and development in 
Pakistan. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The 7 billion plus humanity is likely to increase to 9 billion by 2050. This presents 
new challenges and opportunities. 

People are living longer and have better access to health care though increasing 
population accentuates challenges of food and water security, gender equality, and 
preventing climate change and the spread of pandemics. 

Yet, as UN Secretary General stated, it offers "7 billion opportunities that can be 
harnessed by investing in youth and women, and by re-thinking the approach to 
sustainable development". 

During the next two years, we will define the new post 2015 Development Agenda 
driven by a set of new Sustainable Development Goals, an agreement on new climate 
change architecture, a post Hygo Disaster Risk Reduction framework, as well as 
review of the World Summit on Information Society. 

ICPD review is an integral part of overcoming challenges by expanding opportunity, 
protecting human rights, reducing poverty, raising the status of women, eradicating 
discrimination, improving reproductive health and embracing sustainability. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The ICPD review informs us that maternal mortality has fallen by nearly half; more 
women have access to education, work and political participation. More children, 
girls in particular, are in schools and more than half the world's population is urban. 
However, inequalities and gaps still persist. More than half of the absolute gains in 
global income went to the richest 5%. Around 800 women die giving life every day. 
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Women are paid less than men for equal work and are over-represented in vulnerable, 
informal employment and under-represented in positions of power. 

Much work is needed to overcome these gaps. Pakistan firmly believes that the ICPD 
principles, objectives and ideals remain relevant today. By drawing upon lessons, we 
must develop more rigorous implementation pathways consistent with the UN 
General Assembly resolution 65/234. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Pakistan has a natural stake in the deliberation and outcome of the Commission. With 
a population of 188 million, Pakistan is the sixth most populous country in the world. 
Our population growth rate of 2%, results in annual net addition of 3.6 million 
people. Pakistan's population is projected to reach 210 million by the year 2020, and 
227 million by 2025. 

Today Pakistan can proudly claim that it has halved the maternal mortality rate, 
doubled the proportion of births by skilled attendants, tripled the contraceptive usage, 
and quadrupled the antenatal consultations since 1990/91. The child and infant 
mortality have fallen considerably. 

Notwithstanding these positive trends, we continue to face challenges. In Pakistan, 
the ICPD implementation offers three critical lessons: 

First, due to Pakistan's changing demographic landscape, growing urbanization and 
internal migration places greater demand on access to basic health services in the 
urban areas and more importantly reproductive health of the migrants. It is critical 
that the greater emphasis is laid on internal migration during the ICPD review 
process. 

Second, our experience suggests that following droughts, floods and other natural 
catastrophes; pregnant women in particular are at an increased risk of maternal 
mortality, miscarriages, abuse, malnutrition and other risks. We should place post 
disaster risks at the center of ICPD review and the Post Hygo Disaster Risk 
Reduction Framework. 

Third, the spread of communicable diseases especially HIV I AIDs requires increased 
focus on educating and informing young. We are introducing necessary educational 
material, establishing helplines for providing information and counseling services as 
well as incorporating health related contents in the school textbooks. 
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Mr. Chairman, 

Pakistan has also leapt forward in promoting gender equality and reproductive health 
through effective legislative measures. Amongst these include: Anti-Women 
Practices Act; Protection against Harassment of Women in the Workplace Act; Laws 
against domestic violence in the provinces of Sindh and Baluchistan; Fair 
Representation of Women Bill 2014 in Punjab; Land allotment measures for women 
in Sindh and Punjab. In recent month, a bill to increase the age of marriage for girls 
has already been adopted by the Province of Sindh. In addition, a similar bill is being 
debated in the national parliament to increase the age of marriage for girls and to end 
child marriages. As recently as last month, the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mian 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif vowed to achieve the status of child marriage free zone. 

The women of Pakistan have called for establishing a stand-alone international goal 
on women empowerment and gender equality to holistically tackle all forms of 
violence including sexual and gender based violence; promote access to justice; 
promote socioeconomic equality and economic justice for women and girls. 

Simultaneously, we are continuing in our quest to design better products that reach 
the needs of emerging women entrepreneurs. Promoting entrepreneurship in women 
is critical for Pakistan's economic growth and inclusion agenda and in this respect 
access to financial services is an important component. Microfinance data from 
Pakistan suggest that 59 percent of microfinance clients are women. To this end, 
Pakistan took several legislative steps to integrate empowering women in its financial 
sector notably through the Microfinance Strategy of 2007, the Micro finance 
Institution Ordinance 2001, and the Strategic Framework for Sustainable 
Microfinance in Pakistan (2011) that laid effective guidelines for providing enhanced 
microfinance to women. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Population stabilization requires accumulative and strenuous efforts from all comers 
of society. In Pakistan, we are determined to align population trend with economic 
growth potential through better coordination and synchronized efforts between the 
federation and provinces. We are confident that we will meet this difficult challenge. 

I thank You, Mr. Chairman. 
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